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STATE  OF  XEW  I 

Comptkollek’s  Office,  ) 

Albany,  June  15tli,  1867.  \ 

To  CoL’NTY  TrEASUBERS,  ASSESSORS,  AND  COLLECTORS  : 

Tlie  recent  decisions  of  our  Courts  in  relation  to  conveYances 
of  lands  sold  for  taxes  by  the  Comptroller  make  it  necessary  that 
i^reat  care  should  be  taken  hx  the  assessors,  as  to  the  form  ot  the 
assessment  roll,  in  respect  to  lands  of  non-residents,  which  the 
law  provides  shall  be  designated  in  such  roll,  but  in  a part  thereot 
separate  from  the  other  assessments.  Particular  attention  should 
be  given  to  the  three  following  sections: 


Section  1L  Tlie  lauds  of  non-residents  shall  he  designated  in  the  same 
assessment  roll,  but  in  a part  thereof  separate  from  the  other  assessments,  and 
in  a manner  prescribed  in  the  two  following  sections  : 

Section  12.  If  the  land  to  be  assessed  be  a tract  which  is  subdivided  into 
lots,  or  be  part  of  a tract  which  is  so  subdivided,  the  assessors  shall  proceed  as 
follows  : 

1.  They  shall  designate  it  by  its  name,  if  known  by  one,  or  if  it  be  not  dis- 
tinguished by  a naiiK!,  or  the  name  be  iinknown,  they  shall  state  by  what  other 
lands  it  is  bounded  ; 

2.  If  they  can  obtain  correct  information  of  the  subdivisions  they  shall  put 
down  in  their  assessment  rolls  and  in  a first  column,  all  the  unoccupied  lots  in 
tlieir  town  or  ward,  owned  by  non-residents,  by  their  numbers  alone  and  without 
the  names  of  their  owners,  beginning  at  the  lowest  number  and  proceeding  in 
numerical  order  to  the  highest ; 

3.  In  a second  column,  and  opposite  the  number  of  each  lot,  they  shall  set 
down  the  quantity  of  land  therein,  liable  to  taxation  ; 

4.  In  a third  column,  and  opposite  the  quantity,  they  shall  set  down  the  valua- 
tion of  such  quantity ; 

5.  If  such  quantity  be  a full  lot,  it  shall  be  designated  by  the  number  alone  ; 
if  it  be  a part  of  a lot,  the  part  must  be  designated  by  boundaries,  or  in  some 
other  way,  by  Avhich  it  may  be  known. 

Section  13.  If  the  land  so  to  be  assessed  be  a tract  which  is  not  subdivided, 
or  if  its  subdivisions  cannot  be  ascertained  by  the  assessors  they  shall  proceed 
as  follows : 
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1.  They  shall  enter  in  their  roll  the  name  or  boundaries  thereof,  as  above 
directed,  and  certify  in  the  roll  that  such  tract  is  not  subdivided,  or  that  they 
cannot  obtain  correct  information  of  the  subdivisions,  as  the  case  maybe: 

2.  They  shall  set  doAra  in  the  proper  col mnn,  the  quantity  and  valuation  as 
above  directed ; 

3.  If  the  quantity  to  be  assessed  be  the  whole  tract,  such  a description  by  its 
name  or  boundaries  will  be  sufficient;  but  if  a part  only  is  liable  to  taxation, 
that  part  or  the  part  not  liable,  must  be  particularly  described ; 

4.  If  any  part  of  such  tract  be  settled  and  occupied  by  a resident  of  the  town 
or  ward,  the  assessors  shall  except  such  part  from  tlieir  assessment  of  tlie  whole 
tract,  and  shall  assess  it  as  other  occupied  lands  are  assessed ; and  if  they  cannot 
otherwise  designate  such  parts,  they  shall  notify  tln^  supervisor  of  the  town, 
who  shall  cause  a survey  and  two  manuscript  maps  to  be  made,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  situation  and  quantity  of  every  such  occupied  part ; 

5.  One  of  these  maps  shall  be  delivered  by  the  supervisor  to  the  county 
treasurer,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  tlie  Comptrolb^r,  and  the  other  shall  be 
delivered  in  like  manner  to  the  assessors ; 

6.  The  assessors  shall  then  complete  the  assessment  of  the  tract  and  sliall 
deposit  the  map  in  the  town  clerk’s  office,  for  the  information  of  future  assessors. 
And  the  expense  of  making  such  survey  and  maj>s  shall  be  iiiiiuedialely  re[)aid 
to  the  supervisor,  out  of  the  county  treasury;  and  it  shall  be  added  bv  the 
board  of  supervisors  to  the  tax  on  tlie  tract,  distinguishing  it  from  the  ordinary 
tax. 

Tlie  first  thing  looked  at  in  an  examination  of  tlie  returns  of 
non-resident  taxes,  is  the  oatii  or  affidavit  of  tlie  eolleetor.  It  is 
requisite  that  this  should  be  made  in  proiier  form,  and  that  it 
should  he  subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  the  County  Treasurer, 
or  in  case  of  the  absence  of  that  officer,  liefore  a Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  in  such  eases  the  absence  of  the  Treasurer  must  he 
stated. 

Within  one  week  after  the  time  mentioned  in  the  warrant  ot 
a collector,  for  paying  over  the  moneys  as  directed  therein,  he 
is  required  to  make  his  returns  to.  and  account  with,  the  comity 
treasurer.  Sec.  6,  art.  1,  tit.  3,  chap.  13,  part  1,  E.  S. 

If  at  that  time  any  of  the  taxes  mentioned  in  the  list  annexed 
to  his  warrant  shall  remain  unpaid,  he  shall  deliver  to  the  county 
treasurer  an  account  of  the  taxes  remaining  due ; copying  all  the 
unpaid  items  in  that  part  of  his  list  appropriated  to  non-resident 
taxes,  in  a separate  statement  from  the  items  charged  against 
residents. 

To  the  account  of  non-resident  taxes  he  shall  annex  an  affida- 
vit in  the  following  form : 


County, 


( 


CoUedop'fi  Affidavit, 

ss : 

Town  of  „ ) 

being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  he  is  the 

collector  of  taxes  for  said  town  ; that  the  annexed  is  a true  account  of  the  taxes 
remaining  unpaid  upon  the  assessment  roll  of  said  town  for  the  year 

; that  the  sums  mentioned  in  sucli  account  remain  unpaid  ; and 

that  he  has  not,  upon  diligent  inquiry,  been  able  to  discover  any  goods  or 
chattels  belonging  to  or  in  the  possession  of  the  persons  charged  with  or  liable 
to  pay  such  sums,  whereon  he  could  levy  the  same. 

Collector. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me, 
this  day  of , 18 

County  Treasurer. 


Tlie  next  stc])  in  tlie  examination  is  to  see  that  tlie  tollowini*; 
eertiheate  of  the  Treasurer  is  attaclied  to  snob  return,  viz  : 


County, ) 

Treasurefs  Office,  f 

I hereby  certify  that  the  preceding  is  the  account  of  unpaid  taxes  of  the 

year , delivered  to  me  by  — , collector  of  taxes  of  the  town 

of , in  said  county  ; and  tliat  I have  examined  and  compared  such 

account  with  the  entries  of  the  same  taxes,  in  the  original  assessment  roll  of  said 
town  for  said  year,  and  found  the  same  to  be  a true  transcript  from  such  roll. 

Dated  at  , this day  of , 18  . 

County  Treasurer. 


The  next  subject  of  importance  is  the  heading  of  the  return. 

“Account  of  unpaid  taxes  of  the  year  18  , on  the  lands  of  non-residents, 
in  the  town  of  A.,  in  the  county  of  B.” 

We  now  come  to  tlie  body  of  the  return. 

*/ 

Tlie  name  of  the  Tract,  Patent  or  Purchase  should  be  first 
given  plainly  ; as 

“IIoLI.AXD  CoMPAXV,”  “ MoREIS  EeSERVE,”  “ PhELPS  & GoE- 
iiAw’s  PCECIIASE,”  Chemung  Township,”  “ Hardenbuegh 
Patent,”  “ Moose  Kiver  Tract,”  “ Benson  Township,” 
“ Totten  Crossfield’s  Purchase,”  “ Old  Military  Tract,” 
“ Macomb’s  Purchase,”  “ Scriba’s  Patent,”  &c. 
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I'ollou’ing’  these  sliould  be  tlie  next  smaller  divisions,  thus: 

l^LOliPJS  RESEPVE. 

RANGE  1,  TOWNSHIP  d. 

Cazenovia  Traci. 
ilOLLAXD  COMPANY, 

RANGE  3,  TOWNSHIP  2. 

PHELPS  A GOPJIAM’S  PUPCIIASE, 

RANGE  6,  TOWNSHIP  8. 

IIAEDENBUEGir  PATENT. 

GREAT  LOT  6,  DIVISION  2, 

Connecticut  Tract. 

GREAT  LOT  T,  SOUTH  PART, 

Vernoi/s  Survey. 

TOTTEN  A CEOSSFIELD’S  PF ECU  ASE, 

TOWNSHIP  25. 

Sovtheriy  jxrrt,  DominicV s Taieni. 

TOWNSHIP  27,  RICHARDS’  SUR'S  EY. 

OLD  MILITAEA"  TEACT, 

TOWNSHIP  12, 

Thornh  Survey. 

MACOMB’S  PUECHASE, 

GREAT  TRACT  2,  TOWNSHIP  8, 

Hollywood. 

In  cases  where  other  subdivisions  occur,  larger  than  lots,  such 
subdivisions  should  be  given  in  the  same  manner  as  the  forego- 
ing,  as : 

HOLLAND  COMPANY, 

RANGE  5,  TOWNSHIP  1,  SECTION  8. 
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"Where  there  are  no  patents,  surveys  or  tracts  known,  or  where 
the  same  have  become  obsolete,  the  fact  should  be  stated,  and  the 
return  will  be  received  under  the  heading  of  the  town.  In  all 
such  cases,  where  the  lot  is  not  known  by  a number,  it  should  be 
accuratelv  bounded. 

The  followino;  forms  will  trive  a ireneral  idea  of  the  manner  in 
which  these  returns  should  be  made,  and  if  closelv  followed 
(varying  of  course  in  some  particulars  to  suit  localities),  tiie 
necessity  of  rejecting  annually,  so  large  a proportion  of  the  re- 
turns, "would  be  obviated. 


Account  of  unpaid  taxes  of  the  year  18G  , onjands  of  non-reddents  in  the  toicn 

i>/ Ci.ARKSViLLE,  in  the  co\inty  of  Allegany. 


Lot. 

NAME  OF  TRACT  OR  PATENT  AND 
DESCRIPTION  OF  PART. 

1 

Acres. 

1 

i Valua- 
I tion 

Tax  with 
'5  percent 
; added. 

13.... 

Holland  Company,  Range  2,  Township  2. 

N.  W.  Pt.  12  c.  50  i.  N.  & S.,  30  c.  E.  & W 

$375 

$7  60 

Highway, 

.... 

; 2 25 

School, 

1 • ♦ • • 

.... 

I 1 25 

N.  Pt ' 

i 120 

600 

12  00 

Highway, 

i .... 

3 60 

School, 

1 

1 .... 

2 00 

3‘>. . . . 

Pt.  bd.  N.  by  town  line,  E.  by  W.  Smith,  S.  by  L. 
Coon,  W.  by  lot  line, 

40 

300 

6 00 

Highway,  ; 

• • • • 

1 80 

Rej . tax  of  1866, i 

• • ♦ • 

2 10 

45.... 

360 

1,2c6 

24  00 

Highway, 

7 20 

School, 1 

« • • • 

1 .... 

4 00 

Rej.  tax  of  I860 1 

.... 

8 40 

i 

i 1 

$82  10 

Account  of  mipaid  taxes  of  the  year  18G  , on  lands  of  'non-rendents  in  the  toicn 

of  Keene,  in  the  county  of  Essex. 


Lot. 

NAME  OF  TRACT  OR  PATENT  AND 
DESCRIPTION  OF  PART. 

, 1 

Acres. 

1 

Valua- 

tion. 

Tax  w’ith 
5 per  cent 
added. 

50 

OLD  MILITARY  TRACT, 

TOW'NSHIP  1 AND  2,  RICHARDS’  SURVEY. 

\ 

760  i 

i $25 

$00  78 

Highway, 

.... 

.... 

53 

05 ... . 

ROARING  BROOK  TRACT. 

W.  pt., 

150 

25 

77 

Highway, 

— 

— 

17 

1 

$2  25 

9, 
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Accoxmt  of  unimid  taxes  of  the  year  18G  , on  lands  of  non-residexits  in  the  town 

of  Rockland,  in  the  connty  of  Slxi.ia’an. 


Lot. 

NAME  OF  TRACT  OR  PATENT  AND 
DESCRIPTION  OF  PART. 

Acres. 

Valua- 

tion. 

Tax  with 
5 per  cent 
added. 

HARDENBERGH  PATENT, 

GREAT  LOT  4,  MIDDLE  DIVISION,  WEST  ALLOTMENT, 
HUNTER  TRACT. 

Ex.  GO  a.  E.  side  and  25  a.  N.  W.  cor., 

70 

$70 

$4  43 

Highway, 

— 

.... 

55 

<*•0 

to. . . . 

WEST  DIVISION,  EAST  ALLOTMENT, 

RAY'S  TRACT. 

All  in  this  town  (remainder  in  Delaware  county), . . . 

7S 

78 

4 90 

Highway, 

• ♦ • • 

• • « • 

80 

School, 

♦ • • • 

• • • • 

33 

206.... 

GREAT  LOT  5, 

HUNTER  (JOHN)  TRACT. 

Sub.  2, 

140 

2S0 

17  G2 

219.... 

Highway, 

• • • 

1 G1 

Sub.  .3  ex.  75  acres  S.  pt..  across, 

50 

50 

3 18 

Highwa}’, 

• « • « 

.... 

41 

School, 

— 

78 

$34  Cl 

Account  of  unpaid  taxes  of  the  year  180  , on  lands  of  non-residents  in  the  toicn 

of  Mindex,  in  the  county  0/ Montgomery'. 


Lot. 

NAME  OF  TRACT  OR  PATENT  AND 
DESCRIPTION  OF  PART. 

Acres. 

Valua- 

tion. 

Tax  with 
5 per  cent 
added. 

NAME  OF  TRACT  UNKNOWN. 

(THE  OLD  SU”R\T:Y,  PATENT,  AND  NUMBERS  OF  LOTS 
HAVE  BECOME  OBSOLETE.) 

Lot  bd.  N.  by  J.  Adams,  E.  by  II.  Van  Slyck,  S.  & 
W.  by  George  Davis, 

35 

$350 

' $17  50 

38.... 

FORT  PLAIN  VILLAGE. 

N.  side  of  Front  street, 

Feet. 
36  X 70 

700  : 

! 35  00 

$52  50 

The  several  County  Treasurers  are  required  to  transmit  these 
aecouiits  to  the  Comptroller,  before  the  first  day  of  April  in  each 
year.  A prompt  compliance  Yvith  this  requirement  would  greatly 
facilitate  the  Imsiness  of  this  ofiice. 

Great  care  should  be  taken  where  fX-H'i  a lot  is  taxed  and 
returned,  or  where  part  is  excepted  from  the  return,  to  describe 
the  part.  As  a general  rule,  “Xorth  Side”  (or  N.  Side), 
“South”  (orS.),  “East”  (or  E.),  “West”  (or  W.),  “side”  or 
“ end,”  will  l)e  received,  but  in  such  cases,  it  is  always  understood 
that  the  part  extends  entirely  across  the  side  or  end  mentioned. 
For  instance,  “Lot  56,  E.  side,  40  acres,”  is  supposed  to  be  the 
entire  East  side  of  the  Lot,  separated  from  the  remainder  by  a 
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line  parallel  to  the  East  line,  and  West  therefrom  far  enough  to 
contain  40  acres,  or  “lot  118,  sub.  20,  ex.  12  acres  south  end, 
u6  a,”  carries  the  impression  that  “sub.  20”  eontaius  4S  acres, 
of  which  12  acres  South  end,  bounded  Aorth  by  a line  parallel 
to  South  line,  is  not  to  be  taxed  and  returned. 

In  like  manner,  “X.  E.,”  “ S.  E.,”  “X.  W.”  and  “ S.  W.” 
“corners”  mav  be  returned,  onlv,  however,  in  cases  where  the  i)art 
designated  is  “ in  a square  form  as  near  as  may  be.”  In  all  other 
cases,  or  where  “ X.  E.  part,”  “ S.  W.  part,”  Ac.,  the  sides  oppo- 
site the  lot  lines  must  be  bounded,  or  the  distances  must  be  given, 
as  “ Lot  166,  X.  W.  part,  30  c.  50  1..  X.  A f8.,  12c.  25  1.,  E.  A AV., 
37  1-2  acres,”  or  “bounded  East  by  Jared  rhilli])s.  South  by  J. 
Smith  and  AVm.  Taylor.” 

In  no  case  will  “ Middle  Part”  (or  M.  Pt.),  “ E.  Middle  Pt.” 
^or  E.  M.  Pt.),  Ac.,  answer  the  requirement. 

All  parts  of  lots  that  cannot  be  clearly  and  distinctly  located 
as  above,  should  be  bounded  on  all  sides  if  possible,  but  at  least 
on  three  sides,  by  lines  of  lots,  or  by  lands  owned  by,  or  in  pos- 
session of,  some  }>arty  named,  so  that  such  bounds  can  be  readily 
found. 

In  cases  where  a town  or  countv  line  crosses  a lot,  it  mav  lie 
described  as  “ all  in  this  town,”  or  “ remainder  in  the  town 

ot  . 

Great  caution  should  be  used  to  avoid  double  assessments, 
“ Lot  28  S.  Side,  40  acres,”  and  “ S.  E.  Cor.  20  acres,”  is  a 
double  assessment.  The  4o  acres  as  given  would  be  deemed  to 
extend  entirely  across  the  South  Side,  and  of  course  20  acres 
in  the  S.  E.  Corner  .'sejv.aiw  would  cover  a i>ortion  of  the  south 
side.  If  the  desci’iptions  were  “ S.  E.  Cor.  20  acres,”  and  “ S. 
Side  of  remainder  of  lot  after  excepting  2U  acres  S.  E.  corner, 
40  acres,”  it  would  be  admitted. 

Another  cause  of  rejection  is  that  several  lots  or  ]>arcels, 
especially  village  lots,  are  returned  as  one  parcel  as 


Lot. 

COHOES  VILLAGE, 
Canal  Street,  South  Side. 

Acres. 

V ALUA- 
tion. 

Tax,  IN- 
CLUDING 
5 PER  CT. 

22  23 

) 

^ 25 

i 

26,  27 

: i 

3-4 

$(k) 

$i  20 

12 


Each  separate  lot  or  parcel  should  be  assessed,  taxed,  and 
returned  separately. 

In  making  returns  of  village  lots  great  caj-e  should  be  exercised 
to  make  the  description  plain.  The  name  of  the  village  should 
head  the  return,  and  where  the  street  numbers  are  given,  the 
name  of  the  street  and  the  side  on  which  the  lot  is  located  should 
be  given.  If  divided  into  blocks  and  sub<livided  into  lots,  the 
blocks  should  be  continued  as  a heading  un1  il  all  the  lots  therein 
are  described,  as 


Lot. 

CLEAN  VILLAGE. 
Block  57. 

Acres, 

• 

Valua- 

tion. 

1 

Tax,  in-  | 

CLUDING  I 
5 PER  CT. 

3 

18-100 

10 

1 

1Q 

5 

17-100 

0 

lO  I 

12 

14 

15-100 

8 

10 

Block  60. 

17 

17-100 

40 

I 

19 

20-100 

60 

64 

Another  requirement  of  the  statute,  and  one  very  generally 
disregarded,  is  (in  giving  the  numbers  of  lots  in  the  return),  to 
“ begin  at  the  lowest  number,  proceeding  in  numerical  order  to 
the  highest.” 

Lands  assessed  as  resident,  the  taxes  on  which  are  returned  as 
unpaid,  in  pursuance  of  sections  5 and  6,  aidicle  2,  title  3,  gene- 
ral tax  laws,  (edition  of  1856,  or  LaAvs  of  1855,  chap.  427,  p.  781, 
&c.),  are  required  to  be  retrirned  separate  from  the  non-resident 
lands. 

The  heading  of  the  return  should  describe  what  lands  thev  arc, 
and  collector’s  affidavit  should  state  the  reason  why  such  tax  Avas 
not  collected. 

It  is  also  requisite  that  these  lands  should  be  described  and 
added  to  the  assessment  roll  of  the  year  next  after  that  in  Avhich 
the  tax  AA-as  levied.  This  is  also  the  case  in  regard  to  non-resident 
lands  rejected  by  the  Comptroller. 

In  all  cases  the  lands  must  be  returned  the  n.ext  year  folloAving 
such  rejection ; otherAAuse  the  Comptroller  has  no  authority  to 
admit  them. 

Particular  attention  should  be  giA^en  to  the  tAvo  folloAAung  sec- 
tions (Laws  of  1855,  chap.  427,  p.  781,  &c.) 
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“ Sec.  1!).  Whenever  the  Comptroller  shall  have  rejected  any  tax  in  the  first 
instance,  or  have  charged  the  same  to  a county  to  which  it  shall  have  been 
credited,  on  account  of  any  inaccurate  or  imi>erlect  description  of  the  lands  on 
which  such  tax  was  laid,  the  Supervisor  of  the  town  in  which  such  lands  are  sit- 
uate shall,  if  in  his  power,  add  to  the  next  assessment  roll  of  such  town,  an  ac- 
curate description  of  such  lands;  and,  if  necessary,  may  cause  the  survey  of 
such  lands  at  the  expense  of  the  town  ; and  the  board  of  supervisors  shall  charge 
them  with  the  taxes  and  interest  in  arrears,  stating  the  tax  of  each  j ear  separ- 
atelv,  and  shall  direct  the  collection  thereof ; and  such  taxes  and  interest  shall, 
for  all  tlie  purposes  of  this  act,  be  considered  as  the  taxes  of  the  year  in  Avhich 
the  description  shall  be  perfected.” 

‘‘Sec.  20.  If  an  accurate  description  of  such  lands  shall  not  have  been  added 
by  such  supervisor  to  the  assessment  roll  of  his  town,  the  board  of  supervisors 
shall  cause  such  arrears  of  taxes,  and  the  interest  thereon,  to  be  levied  on  the 
valuation  of  the  estates,  real  and  personal,  of  such  town,  as  appearing  by  such 
assessment  roll,  and  shall  direct  the  same  to  be  collected  with  the  other  taxes  of 

the  same  year.” 

13y  GXHiuiiiiiiiX  tlicse  it  will  l)e  found  tliut  but  t\\  o 

inodes  of  disposing  of  rejected  taxes  are  pointed  out,  viz. : 1st. 
\>y  reassessing  the  same  upon  the  same  lands,  with  the  descrip- 
tion corrected,  o?i  the  next  (iHsessnient  roll  ol  the  town  ; or,  2d., 
In  case  this  has  not  been  done,  by  levying  and  collecting  the  same 
on  the  taxable  property  of  the  town,  in  the  same  manner  as  other 
taxes  are  levied  and  collected. 

The  county  treasurer,  pursuant  to  section  16,  of  chap.  455,  ot 
the  laws  of  1847,  is  directed  to  add  to  the  several  sums  of  unpaid 
taxes  on  lands  of  non-residents,  returned  by  the  collectors,  five 
per  cent. 

This  fee  must  be  added  to  each  item  of  tax,  respectively,  as  it 
will  in  no  case  be  allowed,  if  returned  in  the  aggregate  amount. 

The  returns  transmitted  to  this  office,  should  be  made  in  a 
fair,  legible  hand;  the  figures  in  particular  should  be  clear  and 

distinct. 

The  county  treasurer  should,  in  all  cases,  send  a statement 
accompanying  the  return,  containing  a list  of  the  towns  included 
in  such  return,  alphabetically  arranged,  with  a correct  statement 
of  the  amount  of  taxes  from  each  town,  and  the  aggregate 
amount.  The  column  (*ontaining  the  amount  ot  taxes  should  be 
carefully  footed,  and  the  amount  stated  on  each  page  ot  the 
return. 

It  should  be  kept  i]i  mind  that  the  only  taxes  that  can  be  ad- 
mitted at  this  office  are  those  against  lands  of  non-residents,  with 
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the  single  exeeihioii  of  resident  lands,  wliei-e  no  property  could 
he  tbnnd,  as  previously  descrihed.  Taxes  on  real  estate  assessed 
against  individuals,  taxes  on  personal  property,  military  tax, 
dog  tax,  cfec.,  (fee.,  should,  in  no  case,  be  returned. 

One  would  suppose  that  the  foregoing  directions  were  so  plain, 
that  there  need  be  no  erroneous  assessments  ; and  yet  thousands 
ot  parcels  are  annually  returned  to  this  office  deficient  in  one  or 
moie  ot  the  requirements  therein  specified.  Ask  the  assessor  the 
name  ot  the  tract  omitted  by  him,  and  he  will  tell  you  at  once, 
that  it  is  the  Holland  Purchase,  or  Old  Military  Tract,  or  Tot- 
ten du  Crossjield  s Purchase,  as  the  case  may  be  j for  every  man 
(piahfied  to  be  an  assessor  knows  the  name  of  the  tracts  in  his 
own  town.  Ask  him  why  he  omitted  it,  and  he  will  tell  you  he 
supposed  everybody  knew  what  it  was.  Ask  him  why  he  signed 
the  assessment  roll  after  he  had  completed  it,  when  all  the  town 
kne^v  he  was  an  assessor,  and  he  will  answer,  because  the  statute 
requires  it ; and  yet  it  does  not,  any  more  than  it  does  to  comply 
with  the  above  directions. 

It  the  county  treasurers  would  annually  s])end  two  hours  with 
the  boards  ot  supervisors  at  their  annual  meetings,  when  they 
ha\  e their  assessment  rolls  before  them,  in  examining  the  non- 
resident list  of  lands,  they  might  supply  almost  every  omission. 

The  attention  of  the  several  officers  int(!rested,  is  earnestly 
desired  to  the  foregoing  directions  and  suggestions. 

THOMAS  HILLHOUSE, 

Comptroller. 


